Welcome to St. Mary Catholic Church

The Parish Community of St. Mary's shares your joy as you prepare for your upcoming wedding celebration!  We want it to be a very meaningful, faith-filled experience for you.  We hope that these guidelines will enhance your planning and alleviate questions that you might be having about what's expected, permissible, and what things need to be done in preparation for your wedding.

As a parish community, we want to remind you that a wedding is not just a celebration for the couple being married, rather, it is a celebration of the entire Church.  Because weddings are public events and sacred events - all weddings should reflect good liturgical principles.

You should recall that this is not just "your day" … it is "everyone's day".  It also belongs to those who choose to celebrate your wedding day with you.  The people who will participate in your wedding want to be there, want to pray with you, and want to wish you well as you begin your journey as a married couple.  Therefore, it is very important that all present should be drawn into the celebration so they, too, can reflect on their relationship with God and one another.  Your planning should include prayer and song, which lead to community participation and worship so that people can be a part of your wedding.

The following topics are offered to assist you in your planning. Explanations of these topics will give you a sense of the worshipping community at St. Mary Catholic Church.

Documents and Requirements of the Catholic Church

1.
Marriage papers and preparations should be completed at least six weeks before the wedding.

2.
A baptismal certificate less than six months old must be submitted by each Catholic party.  The original certificate will not be acceptable - it must be updated.  You should call the church at which you were baptized to request an updated Baptismal Certificate.  This is normal procedure for any wedding, so your baptismal church should readily cooperate.  

3.
Two affidavits affirming each party's freedom to be married must be submitted in most cases.  This is known as the Freedom to Marry Form in the Archdiocese of Denver.  Your parish priest will advise you on how this is to be filled out.

4.
In the case of a prior marriage of one or both of the parties, a Death Certificate or Declaration of Annulment for each marriage is required.  In cases where a Declaration of Annulment is required, usually one year's work is needed, thus no date for the wedding can be set until the declaration is received.  Please plan accordingly.

5.
A premarital questionnaire for both the bride and groom must be completed with the consulting priest.  This is known as the MA Form in the Archdiocese of Denver.

6.
To show the care and concern of the Church toward those entering the Sacrament of Marriage, the following is the required program of sacramental preparation in the Archdiocese of Denver (other Diocese may be different):

a.
First, couples are required to complete the FOCCUS (Facilitating Open Couple Communication, Understanding and Study) Inventory and to thoroughly go over it with the preparing priest.  

b.
The second phase is to attend the required Engaged Encounter Weekend provided by the Archdiocese or the April weekend provided by St. Mary’s parish.  

c.
The third phase is to prepare the ceremony itself with your parish priest.

7.
A marriage license from the State of Colorado is required and must be presented the night of the rehearsal.

8.
Two witnesses, a best man and a maid/matron of honor are required.

9.
Because of the uniqueness of each couple and unique circumstances in regards to the Sacrament of Marriage, further instructions may be required.

10.
If you are from another parish and/or diocese, your parish or diocese of origin will complete the necessary preparations and paperwork.  You must complete these in your home parish/diocese.  The length of preparation and the requirements very from Diocese to Diocese – see your pastor for details.  Your preparing priest, through the proper channels, must then forward the paperwork.  Your local bishop must grant all dispensation.

11.
An appropriate offering to the Church is expected and should be proportionate to the overall expenses of the wedding reception (flowers, photographer, hall, etc.).  For registered parish members (supporting the church through regular use of offertory envelopes or cancelled checks) there is no charge.  For non-members or non-supporting members there is a charge of $250.00 if you reside in the boundaries of the parish.  If you are from outside the parish, the charge is $750.00, which includes a stipend for the priest.  The $750.00 fee must be paid within one week of the date and time that the wedding reservations are made.  It is the policy of this parish that no one residing in the parish be deprived of a Catholic Wedding due to the financial difficulties.  Please feel free to discuss without embarrassment your particular situation with the priest.  Again, your date is not reserved until the deposit is received.

12.
The musician's fee is not included in the fees listed above.  Please make these arrangements with your musician.  Usually the minimum fee of each professional musician/vocalist is $150.00.  This should be enhanced if you are asking the musician to learn new/special music.  Due to problems in the past, it would be very considerate of you to bring the musician's fees before or at the time of the rehearsal. 

13.
Altar servers are not usually required for the wedding.  If you wish this, please arrange with the priest performing your ceremony.

Date and Time

1.
The wedding date and time must be scheduled at least 6 months in advance to provide the necessary time to complete the Church’s marriage preparation.

2.
A wedding ceremony may be celebrated whenever the faithful can gather, with few exceptions.   The general rule is that weddings should not be celebrated on Sundays and Holy Days, given the fact that the readings and prayers for those days supersede any "ritual" (i.e. Wedding) Mass.  Readings and Prayers must be proper to those days and can not be taken from the wedding ritual.  Due to the number of Masses on a Sunday, the priest is usually unable to celebrate a wedding on a Sunday.

3.
Given the number of weddings here at St. Mary's, the following times are available: 

a.
Fridays - 7:00 p.m.

b.
Saturdays - 10:00 a.m., Noon, 2:00 p.m.

4.
Rehearsals are usually the evening prior to the wedding, beginning from 5:00 p.m. and not starting later than 7:00 p.m.  They last one-half hour to one hour and we go through the rehearsal only once.

5
The wedding party is expected to arrive early for both the rehearsal and wedding.   

6
At the time of the rehearsal, please remember the following:

a.
Bring the marriage license

b.
Bring whatever fees you need to settle - especially the Musicians!

c.
Bring those people who are essential to the ceremony: witnesses, lector, video cameraman, musician, etc.

The Church Facility

1.
The church building is over 100 years old and has been carefully preserved.  It is “Victorian” that reflects the values and devotions of the miners who built it.  It has wonderful stain glass and a carved wood, high altar which is painted to look like marble.  On the sides of the altar, there are side altars dedicated to Mary and Joseph.

2.
The Church seats approximately 350 people.

3.
The aisle of the church is 57 feet long from the steps to the Alter to the back of the church (a 50 foot runner is long enough to cover the aisle).

4.
The throwing of anything (rice, birdseed, etc.) is prohibited both for safety reasons and for theological reasons.

5.
There is no bride's room per se.  The women's bathroom has ample room & mirrors.  No debris is to be left in any room. 

6.
Please be sure to remove all pew decorations immediately after the ceremony.  

7.
Food and Beverages are not permitted in the Church.

The Liturgy
1.
The sacramental celebration of marriage between two baptized Catholics will usually take place within the Eucharistic liturgy, the Mass.

2.
The sacramental celebration of marriage between a baptized Catholic and a baptized Christian will usually take place without a Mass.

3.
Many ask about the possibility of an outdoor wedding.  This is an impossibility under the present code of Canon Law, unless under extreme difficulties.  The church is built for sacramental celebrations by the community and should be used as such.

4.
Since the Catholic faithful gather and worship at the Snowmass Chapel in Snowmass Village, the celebration of the wedding ceremony at that location is possible.

5.
To encourage greater participation, a member of the wedding party or other guests should read the Old Testament and New Testament readings and/or the Prayers of the Faithful.  

Music for the Liturgy

1.
Music serves to unify the people gathered and to enhance the prayer and faith of the community.  Therefore, emphasis of the music for the wedding should be on liturgical music; that is, music whose texts are drawn from biblical sources and whose context is worshipping God.  Secular music is acceptable as "prelude" music only.  The wedding is a religious celebration; thus religious songs should be used.  Many appropriate and beautiful songs with a religious theme can be suggested for playing before and during the wedding.  Some songs are not appropriate for the church service and should be kept until the reception. 

2.
For those who do not reside in the parish, you are asked to use parish musicians or singers. 

Organ/Piano:
Dan Emerson
970-925-7339

Piano:

Rob Walker

970-920-9632

Vocalist:
Kristin Ourso

970-927-2551

Vocalist:
Jeannie Walla

970-925-8070

Vocalist:
Rita Wells

970-925-9817

Guitar/Vocals:
Josh Reichert

970-925-7339

If you are going to ask a musician who is not from the parish (or of the Catholic faith keep in mind that the person(s) needs to be familiar with the way the ritual (the Mass) is arranged/prayed.

3.
The musicians should rehearse and practice before the rehearsal.  The wedding rehearsal is not the time for the musician to become familiar with the Church sound system.  The rehearsal is not the time to go through the songs.  Musicians are welcome to come into the church days/hours earlier to practice and become familiar with the instruments.  This should be arranged with the parish in advance.

Decorations
1.
All decorations are to be appropriate for the season and liturgical celebration.

2.
Seasonal decorations - such as the advent wreath, paschal candle, altar cloth, Christmas decorations are not to be moved from their places.

3.
Floral pieces - not more than two (2) fresh floral arrangements on either side of the high back altar (or on pedestal stands) are allowed.  The flowers are a sign of the celebration and should remain in the church as a gift to the parish community.

4.
Flowers may not be placed on the main Alter. 

5.
Arrangements for flowers are to be made by the couple with the florist of their choice.  The florist is to be cautioned against stapling, gluing or taping floral arrangements and ribbons, etc., to the church pews. 

6.
Bows on the pews are permitted only if they are secured by an alternative means other than tape.  The wedding party must remove the bows immediately after the celebration.

7.
Candles - the only candles permitted are:

a.
Those on the altars already present;

b.
Two candelabrum on the high back altar can be used except for Lent

c.
A unity candle is not permitted.

Photographs
1.
The church highly suggests that your photos be taken after the celebration.   Couples have expressed the feeling that after being in the church for hours with a photographer, they just want to "get the wedding ceremony over with".  This should not be the approach to the Sacrament of Matrimony; photos should be taken after the ceremony. 

2.
Because couples need to limit picture taking after the celebration to thirty (30) minutes, receiving lines are not permitted.  Reception lines should be at the reception.  Again, the Church building must be vacated 1/2 hour before the next event/service.

3.
We remind you that pictures taken of a wedding in our Church, must never become the central focus or become an intrusion to the worship taking place.  Therefore, the photographer should not move about the Church, and not use flash equipment during the liturgy - it distracts the participants in the prayer-celebration.  The photographer is not permitted in the sanctuary and a fitting reverence is expected at all times.  The use of flash bulb or electronic flash is restricted to the procession in and out of the church.  Guests, too, are expected to abide by this policy.  Please inform your photographer of these things.  Failure to abide by these rules necessitates the priest stopping the ceremony and asking the photographer to leave.

4.
Videotaping is permitted from the side aisles and the choir balcony.  The person who is to videotape needs to attend the rehearsal so that she/he can get an idea of the flow of the ceremony and know where to set up the equipment.  The equipment needs to stay in place and left during the entire ritual.

Etiquette

1.
The church/church grounds need to be treated with respect as they are places of prayer and worship.  These are sacred spaces, which are deeply loved by the community that has worshipped here since 1882.

2.
There is to be no smoking or drinking alcohol beverages in the church building or on parish property - before or after the liturgy.  If you appear intoxicated at the wedding, the priest may choose to postpone your wedding.  

3.
The building should be left in the same condition in which you found it.

4.
Food and Beverages are not permitted in the Church.

5.
If you wish to register as members of the parish community - please do so when you meet with the priest or secretary.
